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1 . THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS ON THE AVAILABILITY AND RELATIVE 
QUALITY OF LEGAL COUNSEL FOR AMERICANS ARRESTED, ON TRIAL, 

OR IMPRISONED IN BULGARIA ARE KEYED TO PARA TWO REFTEL 
QUERIES: 

A. LEGAL COUNSEL OE THE "PUBLIC DEEENDER" TYPE IS AVAIL- 
ABLE IN BULGARIA. IN CASES INVOLVING SERIOUS OFFENSES, 

THE COURT WILL DESIGNATE LEGAL COUNSEL, ON THE ADVICE OF 
THE LAWYERS' UNION, IE THE DEFENDANT DOES NOT ALREADY HAVE 
OR CANNOT AFFORD SUCH. IN CASES OF MINOR OFFENSES, THE 
DEFENDANT MUST REQUEST THE ASSIGNMENT OF LEGAL COUNSEL AND 
PROVIDE THE COURT WITH A REASON FOR THE REQUEST. 

B. SUCH LEGAL REPRESENTATION IS READILY AVAILABLE IN 
BULGARIA. THE DEFENDANT'S REQUEST FOR LEGAL COUNSEL IS 
PROCESSED BY THE LOCAL BRANCH OF THE LAWYERS' UNION, WHICH 
SELECTS AND ASSIGNS A LAWYER TO THE CASE. THE LAWYERS' 

UNION IS AN ADMINISTRATIVE BODY FOR ALL LAWYERS IN BULGARIA. 
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C. THE QUALITY OF LEGAL COUNSEL ASSIGNED TO A CASE OF 

AN AMERICAN WOULD PROBABLY DEPEND ON THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE 
CRIME. IT IS MORE LIKELY THAT AN EXPERIENCED LAWYER WILL 
BE ASSIGNED TO CASES INVOLVING SERIOUS CRIMES AND MINOR 
CASES WILL BE GIVEN TO JUNIOR LAWYERS, WHO ARE NOT CARRYING 
A FULL CASE LOAD. THE LAWYER SELECTED BY THE LAWYERS' UNION 
CANNOT REFUSE HIS ASSIGNMENT TO A CASE. 
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2. CASES INVOLVING AN AMERICAN IN SOEIA WOULD PROBABLY BE 
ASSIGNED TO A LAWYER OF THE LAW OEFICE FOR FOREIGN LEGAL 
MATTERS, 31 ALABIN STREET, SOEIA. LAWYERS WITH THIS 
OFEICE SPECIALIZE IN CASES OF FOREIGN LEGAL ACTIONS, COURT 
ACTIONS IN BULGARIA ON BEHALF OF FOREIGNERS, AND LEGAL 
PROBLEMS OF THE FOREIGN EMBASSIES AND REPRESENTATIVES IN 
BULGARIA. IT SHOULD BE UNDERSTOOD, OF COURSE, THAT ANY 
BULGARIAN LAWYER DEFENDING A FOREIGN CLIENT WILL ENDEAVOR 
TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE ARE ANY "POLITICAL ASPECTS" TO 
THE CASE, AND WILL ACT ACCORDINGLY. 
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